
The Odyssey – Essay Assignment

Prompt: 


Odysseus was considered a great hero in the ancient Greek culture.  Think about all of the ways 
in which Odysseus was heroic, and then choose the two or three heroic characteristics you think 
were the most important to his success as a leader.  Write an essay in which you discuss the ways 
in which Odysseus demonstrated those heroic qualities.  In your conclusion, discuss whether 
these heroic qualities are still important to heroes today.
Your essay must have an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  You must include at least one quotation from the epic in each body paragraph.  More quotation use is better (at least three per body paragraph is best), but on this assignment you can earn an A on your paper with at least one quote in each paragraph.  Be sure to follow the format for quotation use that you can find in the sample paragraph on the back side of this paper.

This essay is worth 100 points (60 points for content and 40 points for mechanics; incorrect spelling/usage/grammar. Step it up a notch! You’re almost a SOPHOMORE!).  Please make this an example of the best work you can do.

Your essay should be formatted as follows:

Introduction

· Attention getter

· Transition to controlling idea of essay: heroism

· Name the epic and its author (The Odyssey by Homer)

· Thesis sentence that sets up the topic (use info from the topic you choose above: #1, 2 or 3)
Body Paragraphs

· Begin with a topic sentence that clearly sets up what the paragraph will be about
· Offer a concrete example (evidence) from the epic
· Give commentary/analysis on how this example helps to prove your topic sentence and thesis
· Offer a second concrete example (evidence) from the epic 
· Give commentary/analysis on how this example helps to prove your topic sentence and thesis
· Offer a third concrete example/evidence from the epic 
(the evidence from the story should always be in chronological order within the paragraph—the order in which things happened in the story)
· Give commentary analysis on how this example helps to prove your topic sentence and thesis

· Close your paragraph with a sentence that links back to the topic sentence idea for this paragraph
Conclusion (these ideas can work in any order that makes sense to you)

· Restate the thesis

· Make a comment about the controlling idea (general idea from the topic you chose above—the angle you chose on heroism)—offer comments on heroism based on what you have written in your essay
· Offer an idea that links back to the attention getter from the beginning of your introduction and neatly closes your essay

Sample body paragraph (imagine that the essay is about Telemachus as a heroic son):


No more than “a fine-looking boy” at the beginning of The Odyssey, the weak youth Telemachus hopes his father will return to deal with the suitors and “make a clean sweep of them all” (3.13).  Although Athena tells him he seems “’terribly like’” Odysseus in his “’head and those fine eyes’” (4.15), Telemachus is weak and untested.  Only his mother and female slaves have raised him; as a result, he feels ineffectual and says, “’I am helpless, all I can do is to suffer the [suitors’] humiliations’” (3.24).  Athena, however, recognizes that Telemachus needs to become a man: “’childhood’s days are done’” (4.18).  He must go on a journey to discover whether his father is dead or alive.  Athena spurs him into action so that he can discover his own identity in order to become a man and a hero like his father.
